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The International Week

“f+h the CFM in its fourth week, the few remaining hopes of

& settlement lay in ths possibility of a permanent and effective
1ifting of the Berlin blockadz, relaxetion of East-est German trade
parriers and possibly some headway toward an Austrian peace treaty.

#qually sloomy was the outloo¥X in the Palestine case which might
malJ be headed back to the Security Council in view of the gathering
avidence on Israel's asgresgsive intentions. Senate ratification of
the Intarnational /heat Agrsenent is expected to bring npumerous.
osthar ratifications in its train. I‘esnwhils the OEEC is still ssek-
ing a comuromise on the new 1949-1950 Intra-Buropean Trade Agreement
~and the division of ERP mid. with the UK the chief opponent of the
1S peoint of view.

o

“estern labor organizationz face leftwing revolt over WFTU 3tatus¢

A serlous cnallenpe Lo non-Communist 1abor 1eaﬁerqhip in a numbar of
countries outside the Soviet orbit is develonins as leftwing unions
repuliate their nationsl crganizations' decisions to withdraw from
the ""orld Federuation of Trade Unions. Durins recent wesks: (1)

the Canadian District of the United Public orkers {CIO) and a rroup
of Communist-dominested Australian unlons have decided t¢ narticinate
in the 28 June NFTU Congress in Milan:; (2) the British Electrical
Trades and Clilvil Service Unilons hreaten to fisht for TUC rs-entry
into the WPTU; (?) ths US Interndfional Loneshoremen ‘Jorkers (CIN).
gtratepgic west coast maritime union, has rejseted the CIO National
Committee’s withdrawal from the 'WWTU. Perticipation in tha ™ilan
Cengress by any of thess laftwine unions, in addition to estsrn
European labor federations still under Communist domination {the
Franch CGT; Jtalian CGYL. and Lutch EVC), would strencthen 'FTl'sg
clain to represent a substantial portion of '‘estern lubor. Tha ubil-
ity «f the non-Communist naticnsl oreanizations to meset thic A!ak$enga
wiil depend largely con what disciplinary action they take ascains ’
their racalcltrant unions and on how willing the leftwinvers LY be

to face z2xpulsion for failure to comply. Jp
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rpoasible setback to ''estern Xurooean morale. The cumui=ative
impact of Congressional postponement of the Vilitaery Ald Prosran,
subetantial cuts in ECZA appropristions and a fallare of the Council
of “oreign "inisters to reduce Eest~Vest- tension would pinkedd? ‘have
4 damacineg affect on the improvine merele of “Western Surope. ¥he
liftine of the Barlin blockade, the stepped-up Scvist "peace oflens-
iva” and the conveni~ of the CFM havse ralised hopes in Burope for
a sieckening of the cold war teasion znd a period of stabllization,
If thsse hopes are dashed, there will be a natural public let-down.
In the sconomic field, where “iestern Turope Is anxiously watching
sirns of an approachking US recession, a Congressional cut in BCA
appropriations would be taken uws an indication that the US, now
midway in the ERP, is already slackening its intersst in full imple-
mentation of the Europsan Recovery Froeram. The psycholozical
affect of such a conviction would of itself do rueh to retard Sure
opean recovery sf{forts aznd thus weaken measures of self-defense,
In zddition, failure to pass the YMAP at thls session of Congress
would convinee many Turcpsans that US strategy contemplates at beat
the sventusl liberation cof rastarn Jurope rather than resistancs to
initial Soviet aggression. The proapect cf eventual liberation

holes no attraction for Europeaas and widespread attribution of such aw

intentionst to the US woild dsal a stuzggsrine blow to Burcpsan ceter~
mination to resiast the UYSSRK or Communism.

onsequently, it seems clear tinat bthe comblned paycholcoe'cal
afect of thase adverse developments would be to wesaken Wurcpean
determination to resist and to reterd the growing congolidatlon of
A Weatern Buropean anti-Communist bloc. Some cof ths momentumr of
apti-~Communist consclidation will hove been lost, and a renswad
arfert at greater ¢o9t may b2 necessary bto revive the former spirit.
Moreevar, the USSR itself, wnich muy be expectsd to watch closaly
any indieationa of TS receasion and slackening US efforts to bulld up
“estern “urops, may be encouraged to continue lts agsoressive nrose-
cntion of tha cold war, :

e

Yulnerablility of LORAN. Ancthar Soviet attenpt to ter .nule
Lokal 1s enticlpated at tlie current Region One International Tele-
commniestions Union Cenference at Genseva. The USSR may emrpioy its
slevan~vote hloc in en attm:t to have the Conference concider and
relect the recommendatlon of the February LORAN Confersncs tiat the
aervices be continued until 1952. Continuation of LCRAN is considered
axtroamely inportant by the US sinrce 1t is the only lons ranrs radio
navigatlonal aid giviag full coverage of the North Atlantic zea aad
air routes. It 12 usad extensively by US ships end aircrafi und by
thoss of Belgium, Canada, France, Iceland, the Netherlands, lorway,
Sweden and the UK as well. In view of the strategic value f LORAN
to the Atlantic Pact powers, it geems reaszonably certain that current
US afforts to obtain sufficient voting supvort for LORAN wlll be suc-
cessful. .
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US notions of freedom of information making headway. /A Sub-
- commission of the kconomic and sSocial Councll has vous to receive
and discuss complaints or criticisms against states regarding their
jnformation principles or practices, ortered by any proper press,
informetion, broadcasting or newsresl association or any member of a
professional organizstion with compstence in thls fleld.. Identity
of complainants will be protected from disclosure at their request,
although anonymous complaints are barred. The Soviet delegate opposed
the receipt of individual compleints, arguing that no self-respecting
government would tolerate such "meddling". Nevertheless, while it
would be crass over-optimism to expect Iron Curtain countries to
ratify the FOI Convention, knowledge that interference with the free
tpransmission of news can be lald defore the UN will tend to bring
practices of some non-Communist States which have hitherto followed
repressive information policies into line with US concents.

NO-

Czech delegate seeks to_undermine UNCIP, Oldrich Chyle, Czech
delegate to the hﬁ fommlssion for Indla and Pakistan, has recently
alienated other Commission members by his overt promotion of Soviet
jnterests through typical delaying tacties. During recent and fre-
guent talks with Sheikh Abdullah, the Kashmir leader, Chyle may
have discussed the possibility of an jndependent Kashmir backed by
the Soviet bloc. Despite recent denials, Abdulleh primarily seeks
Kashmir independence and seems loath to agree to the speedy appolint-

- mert of a Plebiscite Administrator following the conclusion of a
truce., Another link conneoting the USSR to Kashmir is the reported
trips of persons close to Abdulleh back and forth across the northern
Kashmir frontier, an escape route for many refugees from Commuanist
areas to the North. In any case, Chyle is informing Abdullah and
local Communists of Commission moves. Although the US, Colombien,
Argentine and Belglan delegates on the Commission will scarcely be
misled by the Czech's tactics, nis actions are a hindrance to the
Commiasionts work.

¢/I0 NOTES

IT0 Conference rejects Japan. The US proposal that 2n offlcial
Japanese delegatlion be seated has been rejected by the Telaphone and
Telegraph Conference in Paris. Rather than suffer a similar defeat
a t the Geneva Reglon Three ITU (Internatlional Telecommunications
Union) Conferencs, thereby further prejudicing its case before the
subsequent session of the ITU Administrative Council, the Department
of State favors withdrawal of the Japanese application.
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' OSR opposes Bizone coal price increase. The Office of the

“w ECA Speciaf Representative in Parls stronzly opposes the Bizone's
planned increase in coal prices as a major break with the US
aconomic volicy of liberalizing trade in zurops. The US has made
some progress in its efforts to secure reduction of European cosal
export prices in order tdmaximize uss of European coal and thus
curtall the still substantial use of US solid fuels. OSR fears
that the Bizone increase will undercut the present British,
Benelux and Polish trend toward reduction of coal prices to more
competitive levels, which is an esssntial step in European re-
covery.

: Belgium and France oggosa fest German participation in ILO
Conference. France an elgium have brought unexpected support to
recent Polish and Czech efforts to block attendance of “ast German
"observers" at the Geneva International Labor Organization Confer-
ence. The French Government delecate urges that admission be nost-
poned in order to avold a split among the "Jestern Powers on this
issue; the Belgian Government representative has indicated that he
too will have to oppose admission at this time. Latin American
reprasentatives are reportedly ready to abstain. Althougsh the

. Wicrker and Employer delegates would probably support admission now,
the negative votes and abstentions of most of the Government del-
egates (including those of Germany's western nsishbors) misht prove
embarrassing to the 'Jestern Powers. Postponement of a decision
until the end of the Conference {early July), while not likely to

%W please "est German labor, would nermit the "estern Powers to con~-
gider this issue without riskine Soviet exploitation of their dif-
ferences while the Council of Toreien Yinisters is still in
session.

"The devil can cite Seripture for his purpose.” A new problem

} in EneTish-Russlan trensiation has been ralsed by the erudite 1r.
Vishinsky at the CFM. 'When Secretary Acheson characterized a Soviet
proposal as being "as full of propaganda as a deg is full of fleas --
in fact, I think it's all fleas and no dog," Vishinsky invited
attention to a Biblical passamse (identified by G/I0 as Matthew 23:24,
"Ye blind guldes, who strain at gnets and swallow camels"), which
he gquoted as "You should not try to catch fleas, lest a camel slip
throush your fingers." Mr, Bevin impliedly challenged Vishinsky's
accuracy by stating that he could not identify the passage in the
King James version. Vishinsky quoted his source as the Russian
version, translated by St. Vliadimir. 1, Schuman, with commendable
restralnt, refrained from citine a French version, suggesting
ingstead that the flea question be referred to the Deputies for ap-
propriate action, possibly so that they could start from seratch.
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